
Eulogy (delivered by McKenzy Webb-Heist, daughter, age 25)

Robert John Heist II was one of my fathers. Many children at some point wonder if their 
parents planned to have them and really wanted them. I never doubted that I was 
wanted and loved because Pops and Dad let the way and overcame many obstacles, 
both legal and scientific, to allow same-sex couples to have children that are genetically 
from both. Pops wanted me so badly that he fought many legal and political battles and 
pushed the boundaries of fertility science in order to have me. Few children have such 
an unequivocal testament to their parents' love but I do.

Pops continued to show his love for me throughout my life. In spite of being busy 
creating his nation wide hand-made soap franchise, Clean Start Soaps, he always took 
time to spend time with me, usually challenging me to think critically. Though Dad 
wouldn't let Pops home school me, Pops would debate me over dinner and school 
holidays were spent studying topics of interest to me, always with his help. He would 
take us on culturally enlightening vacations to places like the Louvre in Paris or the ruins 
of Angkor Wat in Cambodia. He instilled in me his love of learning. As he used to say: to 
live is to learn and to learn is to live.

He also taught me to love humanity. His passion to help people and to improve society 
is why all the profits from his franchises go into the Clean Start Foundation to help 
others with troubled pasts like Pops had. It's his drive to make the world a better place 
that has let me to pursue a law degree and to follow in his footsteps of political activism.

Pops was human, and like all of us humans he had his flaws but he was filled with love 
and compassion for those around him. Though he would be proud of his successful 
business the greater testament to his life would be the influence he had on everyone 
here today and all those he helped throughout his life. If Pop's influence improved your 
life then honor his life by doing the same for someone else. Pay it forward to magnify 
the good Pops did for you. That is what he did and what he would want us to do.


